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Long time ICDA-US members are honored by National Catholic Office 

for the Deaf (NCOD), Pastoral Worker Representative, Kate Slosar, 

presented Fr. Joe McNulty and Sr. Corita Ambro with Fr. Walsh 

Outstanding Pastoral Worker(s) of the Year Award at the 2012 NCOD 

Conference in Boston. They were recognized for Fr. Joe's 40+ and Sr. 

Corita's 55+ years of services to people who are Deaf, Blind, have 

Mental Illness, various disabilities and homeless communities.    

Congratulations to Sr. Corita and Fr. Joe. 
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From the Editor 

As I write this, we are 
having another very 
mild winter day. For 
Milwaukee, this has 
been one of the 

warmest winters on record. We 
have had only one day below zero 
and that was only -1. Soon the 
winter will be over. It is time to look 
forward to spring and Easter. 
 
The ICDA-US elected a new Board 
of Directors last summer. We have 
the first columns from the new 
President, Jean Cox, and new 
Chaplain, Fr. Michael Depcik, 
OSFS. In addition, we have begun a 
“Board Profile”. Jean Cox, ICDA-US 
is the first person to appear. In the 
next few issues, I hope to have 
articles of the Board members on all 
of the Section’s officers. 
 
Fr. Tom Coughlin, OP Miss. shares 
“The Mystery of Faith” with us. We 
congratulate Fr. Joe Mc Nulty and 
Sr. Corita Ambro of Cleveland, 
Ohio, on receiving the Fr. David 
Walsh Award from the National 
Catholic Office for the Deaf (NCOD) 
at the conference in January.  
 
This issue has many events to 
which we can look forward. The first 
will be the Midwest Conference in 
St. Louis, Missouri. Here we can 
also look back at photos of the last 
conference in Cleveland, Ohio. The 
Midwest Region is the only region in 
the USA that continues to meet 
every two years, years that the US 
does not have a national 
conference. Let’s hope members of 

other regions will again gather for 
workshops and meetings in the near 
future.  
 
Enjoy the photos and article on 
Cursillo #63 held in Cape May Point 
in September/October, 2011. If you 
have not made a Cursillo, we invite 
you to join us in Wisconsin in 
October 2012. 
We have many opportunities to 
grow in our faith this summer and 
fall. They include Bible Camp at 
Camp Mark VII in Old Forge, New 
York, Christian Youth Leadership 
Week at De Sales Center in 
Brooklyn, Michigan, and Religious 
American Sign Language Week, 
Rockford, Illinois. Fr. Tom Coughlin 
will be leading a tour to the Holy 
Land, a truly wonderful experience 
for all who have the opportunity to 
join the group.  
 
We need your help. ICDA-US wants 
to bring its history books up to date. 
Please note the request for 
information. We also want to have 
directory listings in future issues of 
the Deaf Catholic. Please send 
directory information to me. Thank 
you to the chapters/ministries that 
have sent their newsletters to me. I 
hope to receive more newsletters in 
the future. Note the deadlines for 
future issues during the coming year 
and share news from your home. 
 
 

A Blessed Lent and Easter to all 

of you! 
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Greetings from ICDA-US President 

Hi, it is my pleasure to 
write the first article for 
the Deaf Catholic as 
ICDA-US President.   I 
must admit, when I first 

started out as ICDA-US President, I 
went “Yikes!” I reminded myself to 
just trust in God. I know that God has 
plans for each of us here, so with 
that in mind, I am honored to work 
with you all.   Also, I remember one 
day when I was talking with a Sister 
after a talk, and she said we all need 
challenges.  At first, I did not get it. 
Yes, it’s really about taking on 
challenges, facing challenges 
together, and using our gifts from 
God that we share our Catholic faith 
with others.  We can’t be in “comfort 
zones” at all times. We need to be 
out of that zone to go out to serve 
others and be with others to do what 
Jesus wants for us.  
 

As in the past issue, it was noted that 
ICDA-US now has new board 
members.  I‘d like to introduce the 
Board again: Vice President – Kate 
Slosar is from New Jersey; Secretary 
– T.K. Hill is from Chicago, Illinois; 
Treasurer James Kelly is from 
Massachusetts; Chaplain Fr. Mike 
Depcik  is from Michigan;  and Past 
President Peter Un is from Maryland.   
Let’s give them a warm welcome to 
the ICDA-US Board of Directors.  
Also, many thanks go to 2011-2013 
the following appointees for 
accepting to help the ICDA-US - Paul 
Blicharz of Missouri as ICDA-US 
Mission Fund Co-chairperson, Arvilla 
Rank and Margaret Calteaux, both 
from Wisconsin with the Deaf 
Catholic, Peter Noyes in the Home 
Office, Paul Blicharz of MO / Anthony 

Scarpulla of New York as our 
representatives on ICDA-EC, and 
Terri Matenaer of Wisconsin as our 
Representative on the National 
Catholic Office for the Deaf (NCOD) 
Board.   
 

I want to thank the Chicago 2011 
Conference committee for their hard 
work last July.  I thank the 
Washington DC 2013 Conference 
committee - ICDA Chapter 29 for 
being willing to host the next 
Conference, July 14-19th, 2013 at 
Gallaudet University.   Save the date 
on your calendar – I invite you come 
and join us in celebrating our 
Catholic Faith.  Hope to see you 
there next year. 
 

One goal for 2012, we are working 
on the History Book – Third Edition.  
Our Secretary T.K. Hill is leading this 
and looking for the conference 
committee pictures or anything 
related to the conference pictures 
from year of 1990 to 2010.  If you 
have any questions, please contact 
T.K. Hill at his email address - 
thill1495@yahoo.com.  He would 
appreciate your help.    
 

Another exciting change is that the 
ICDA-US website will go through 
some changes.   Kate Slosar is 
leading this project.  Our hope is that 
the website will be more visual with 
ASL videos and other features that 
our current website does not have.   I 
invite you to join us this year praying 
for exciting and better things for our 
ICDA-US section. 
 

As always, I thank you for your 
support and look forward to working 
with you. 

Jean Cox 
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 Last summer at the 
ICDA-US Section 
convention in 
Chicago, the 

participants elected me ICDA-US 
chaplain.  I am humbled and 
honored that they had 
confidence in me and voted for 
me.  I will try my best to serve 
ICDA, Deaf Catholics, and the 
Church.  Many thanks to my 
predecessor, Fr. Joe Mulcrone, 
for his dedicated service.  Also 
thanks to Paul Blicharz of St. 
Louis who accepted my request 
to continue his role as co-chair of 
ICDA’s Mission Fund.   
 

For those who do not know me, I 
want to take this opportunity to 
tell you a little bit about myself.  I 
was born to a deaf family in 
Chicago.  I attended St. Rita 
School for the Deaf in Cincinnati, 
Ohio.  In 1988, I went to 
Gallaudet University where I 
earned my bachelor’s degree.  I 
then joined the Oblates of St. 
Francis de Sales in Michigan, 
and in 2000, I was ordained to 
the priesthood.  After my 
ordination, I served Deaf 
Catholics in the Diocese of 
Lansing, Michigan and began 
serving the larger Church as 
ICDA missionary.  From 2000 to 
2005, I traveled all over the 
country every month giving 
retreats and missions.  In 2005, I 
moved to Washington, DC and 

started a graduate degree in 
counseling at Gallaudet 
University.  Following my 
graduation, I worked in Chicago 
for three years serving Deaf 
Catholics with Fr. Joe Mulcrone.  
During my three years in 
Chicago, I also worked with Sr. 
Rita Wigginton running the 
Ministry Formation Program for 
Deaf Catholics who wanted to 
deepen their understanding of 
the Catholic faith.  In 2010, I was 
transferred back to Michigan to 
serve Deaf Catholics in the 
Archdiocese of Detroit. 
 

As I composed the short 
biography above, I thought to 
myself, “God surely likes to 
surprise us!”  Twelve years ago, 
as a newly ordained priest, I 
could have never foreseen what I 
would be doing for the next 
twelve years.  During those 
years, God put me in four 
different locations: Michigan; 
Washington, DC; Illinois; and 
then back to Michigan.  
 

I have to admit that moving to a 
new place was never easy for 
me.  However, as time went by, I 
began to see and appreciate 
how God’s plans were being 
fulfilled.   
 

Truly, we often do not like 
surprises.  Yet, that is how God 
tends to work.  Why does He like 
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to surprise us?  I do not have 
any easy answers, but I think 
surprises force us to learn, 
depend, and trust in God who is 
in charge of our lives.   
 

What surprises does God have 
in store for ICDA?  Again, I do 
not have any easy answers.  
However, we do see signs of 
many changes - both negative 
and positive occurring within 
various Deaf Catholic 
communities.  Such examples 
are dwindling number of signing 
priests, the aging of the deaf 
faithful going to church, ICDA 
chapters becoming inactive, and 
so on.  These examples seem 
bleak.  However, we should 
remain hopeful because we have 
seen some encouraging signs 
lately. For example, we have 
more Deaf priests than ever; 

wonderful organizations for Deaf 
Catholics such as ICDA and 
Ministry Formation Program 
continue to exist; interpreted 
Masses at hearing churches are 
more available than ever; 
International Catholic 
Foundations’ historic meeting 
with Pope Benedict in Rome in 
2010; and so on. 
 

God’s surprises often require 
that we leave our comfort zone 
and follow His lead.  Changes 
can be painful but at the same 
time rewarding.  As we enter the 
second decade of the 21st 
century, I hope that ICDA will 
remain open to God’s surprises 
and follow His lead.  That way, 
we can continue to serve Deaf 
Catholics according to His plans.  
Blessed be God and His infinite 
Wisdom. 

(Continued from page 6) 
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This vlog NOW is voice interpreted  
on signed video.   

For those who can hear but cannot 
understand signs, this is a great 

opportunity to hear what’s being said 
by the Deaf Priest. 

This feature started in January 2012.  
Help us to share the good news to 

our hearing friends. 

Announcing the new feature on 
Father MD’s Kitchen Table 

 

What’s new? 



Last year, a deaf lady 
lost her 64-year-old 
husband to cancer.  
She took care of him 

faithfully for the past 3 years and 
was deeply grieved at the loss of 
her husband to whom she was 
married for 39 years.  Lots of 
people showed up at his funeral, 
testifying to the fact that he was 
very much loved by many people.  
The widow tried to be brave and 
self-composed during the funeral 
but alas it was not too successful, 
for she loved him dearly.  They 
have two grown up children and 
few grandchildren.  
 

A few weeks ago, the same 
widow came to visit with me in my 
residence.  She confided in me of 
her lingering sorrow of the loss of 
her husband.  However, she said 
that what she found to be most 
difficult to deal with in her daily 
living was that “nothing was the 
same as it was before.”  She 
bemoaned to me how things are 
so different nowadays.  She said 
that Thanksgiving and Christmas 
holidays were not the same as 
they were in the past.  She said 
that she felt so strange about 
continuing living although her 
children and grandchildren were 
often with her.  Her recent 
summer vacation travel to the 
West coast was wonderful, but it 
was not exactly the same it was 
with her husband before.   She 

saw many good friends and had a 
marvelous time, but still, nothing 
was the same.   
 

She looked at me and said, “Oh 
how I wish things are the same as 
they were before.  Life was much 
nicer before.  I wish I could go 
back to the happy past and 
relieve the good days with my 
loving husband.  Why do things 
have to change?”  I looked at her 
and kept my silence because I did 
not know how to answer her 
question.  Truthfully speaking, we 
do not know why things have to 
change.  Some say that life must 
change and we must accept new 
changes in life.  But this widow 
made an interesting observation 
by saying these words, “Why do 
things have to change?  Why 
cannot things  always be the 
same?”  She was not wrong 
about her feelings.  We do not like 
new changes.  We like to keep 
things the way they are: happy 
home with mom and dad, 
husband, wife, children, dogs, 
cats, grandmothers, grandfathers, 
joy of childhood, toys, friends, 
summer trips and the like.  Now 
they are no more.  We experience 
more emptiness as we get older.  
 

For many of us, we experience 
many changes in our lives: 
change of jobs, change of homes, 
families, friends, careers, goals, 
health, happiness and the like.  
Very often, when death comes 

Mystery of Faith Fr. Tom Coughlin, OP Miss. 
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around, we experience a sudden 
change of our usual routine.  The 
new way of living becomes 
unpalatable (tasteless or bitter).   
We often reminisce on the good 
days of the past, remembering 
how things were so wonderful, 
especially with the moments 
when we lived with our loving 
parents, years of happy childhood 
when we were free from all 
burgeoning responsibilities and 
worries and the like.  Now today 
everything is filled with so many 
responsibilities, new people, new 
faces, and new unfamiliar things.  
Consequently, we prefer old days 
to the present time.  
 

St. Teresa of Avila once wrote, 
“All things change but God 
never changes.”  There is an 
inherent wisdom in her writings.  
She was correct in saying that 
everything that comes across us 
is subject to change or 
dissolution, for example, death of 
our loved ones which thrusts us 
into deep grief and bewilderment.  
St. Teresa herself experienced a 
great deal of change in her life as 
a religious Carmelite nun in Spain 
in the Middle Ages.  With years of 
sorrow and struggles, with many 
painful changes in her life, St. 
Teresa slowly came to 
understand that God never 
changes.   With this blessed 
insight, St. Teresa rechanneled all 
of her energy and spiritual 
enthusiasm in God.  Afterwards, 
she spent more time at prayer, 

scriptural readings and 
contemplation.  Little by little, her 
feelings became more stable and 
she renewed her deep faith in 
God.  
 

Through her frustrations and 
sufferings, St. Teresa’s faith in 
God became singular, no longer 
plural.  In the past, she believed 
in and wanted God for ulterior 
reasons like many other saints, 
perhaps, for self-gratification, 
feeling secure, dutiful, and many 
others human motives.  We may 
be experiencing the same thing 
St. Teresa did.  Maybe our faith in 
God today is based on reasons 
that may not be fully spiritual: 
feeling insecure in life, fear of hell, 
taking advantage of God for our 
personal needs or wants, not 
knowing what else to do or 
following the rules of the Church, 
etc.  Whatever our reasons for 
faith are, we need to eliminate 
poor or wrong reasons for 
believing in God.  
 

Oftentimes, our reasons for faith 
in God are way too many.  We 
need to make our faith in God 
singular and pure, a simple 
honest FAITH in God.  We 
believe in God because we want 
to believe in God.  We do not 
need any other supporting 
reasons to prompt us to believe in 
God.  God invites us to simply 
believe in Him and we consent to 
this.  Jesus once said to doubtful 
St. Thomas, “Blessed are they 
who have not seen me but 

(Continued from page 8) 
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believe in me.”  John 20:29   In 
other words, we are called to 
believe in God for no reason other 
than in believing him completely.  
When we get older, we find our 
reasons for believing in God 
becomes obsolete.  Little by little, 
we learn to believe in God with a 
simple and holy faith that does 
not require anything else because 
believing in God itself is all we 
need to do to enter eternal life.   
 

Of course, as Pope Benedict XVI 
said, our belief in God requires 
two lungs: faith and reason.  
These two qualities help us to 
understand God but as soon as 
we get closer to God, we discover 
that reasoning often gives away 
to the power and grace of faith in 
God.  When we try to preach God 
to a dying patient in the hospital, 
we do not present him or her on 
their deathbed with a  list of 
reasons or detailed explanations 
on believing in God.  Instead, we 
offer a gift of faith, an opportunity 
for him or her to leap into the 
unknown with confidence in God, 
no matter how small it is.   Faith 
itself is the best avenue to come 
to terms with the all mysterious 
God.  St. Thomas Aquinas finally 
conceded, at the end of his life, 
that all of his writings and 
reasoning about God in his books 
were nothing but straws that were 
crushed under the enormous 
weight of the mystery of the 
Godhead.  
 

For us, human beings on earth, 
new changes in our lives often 
affect us and they make us 
wonder what life is all about.  
When we place our simple and 
honest faith in God, we will no 
longer be disturbed by all 
changes in life, albeit all the pains 
and sorrows that accompany 
them.  With holy faith, our lives 
will be deeply anchored in God 
and this anchorage in God will 
draw us closer to God.  Sooner or 
later, the rationale for our faith in 
God will evolve from many facets 
to only one, or perhaps nothing.  
You will then realize that nothing 
else matters but God.  You will 
become eternal with God and 
everything will be the same once 
again.  
 

This is where you will find 
happiness all over again, this time 
forever.  Eternal life with God will 
be like your long-time ago 
happiness brought back along 
with your mom, dad, husband, 
wife, brothers, sisters, dogs, cats, 
happy homes, grandmothers, 
grandfathers, friends, relatives, 
joyful Christmas and 
Thanksgiving days, summer 
holidays with all of your loved 
ones, rolled together into timeless 
happiness.   It will happen 
because God never changes.   
Things with God will always be 
the same.  Painful new changes 
and death will be no more with 
God.  Such is the mystery of our 
faith in God. 

(Continued from page 9) 
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Board Profile  

Jean Cox, President ICDA-US Section 

I have been on ICDA-US board since 1997, first as Vice-

President, then as Secretary and now President.  I am 

not only active with ICDA-US, but also very active member (and officer) 

of local Chapter, Cleveland Catholic Deaf Center, and ICDA-US 

Midwest Region (now as President)  

Many years ago, I was introduced to ICDA by a local deaf leader, 

Richard Revelt, who was my role model at that time.  I'd like to stop for 

a moment and asking myself - without a role model, would I be here for 

ICDA?  As leader, it’s all about serving others so we could all together 

build the community with love, faith and hope and see it grow and 

share with others. 

To know me a bit more, I work in manufacturing company and have for 

23 years.  I do quality administrative work – typing work instructions/

procedures, quality audit check, etc.  In addition to full time job, I 

currently take Pastoral Ministry courses at Notre Dame College of 

Ohio, one course at a time.  Because of this, I don’t have much time for 

hobbies. But if I find time, I would do some readings or be on computer 

doing the puzzle.  

If you wish to contact me about ICDA, I’d be happy to provide you my 

email address – JCOX551654@aol.com.  

As always, from my heart I thank you for your support. ~ Jean Cox 
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38
th

 Biennial ICDA-US Midwest   
Regional Conference                            

APRIL 27 & 28, 2012 
Proudly hosted by ICDA-US Chapter #6,  

St. Louis Catholic Deaf Society 
Workshop Presented by  

Fr. Christopher Klusman, Milwaukee, WI 
 

DoubleTree Hotel & Conference Center         
16625 Swingley Ridge Road, Chesterfield, MO 63017 
 
 
Yes, please send me the registration packet of the 38th Biennial 
ICDA-US Midwest Regional Conference in Saint Louis, MO on 
April 27 & 28, 2012. 
 
NAME:         
 
Email:          
 
Postal Address:        
 
            

 
_____ email   or   _____  postal mail 

 
Send to Al Alvord, 38th ICDA-US MWR Conference Chairperson, 
             3029 Valley Vista Dr. So., St. Peters, MO  63376                                                                         

VP: (636) 486-0510  ~~~  E-mail: agalvord@yahoo.com 

 



Cost of Registration: 

 
For more info, go to www.stlcds.org 

ICDA-US Member $105.00 

Non-Member $110.00 

Senior Citizen (65 & over) $95.00 

Saturday Only $65.00 
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38
th

 Biennial ICDA-US Midwest 
Regional Conference                            

APRIL 27 & 28, 2012 

“Gateway to God” 
Proudly hosted by ICDA-US Chapter #6,  

St. Louis Catholic Deaf Society 

 
Workshops 
Schedule 

 
Friday Night  

Workshop #1: 
“Evangelization with 
Catholic Deaf Youth” 

 
Saturday Afternoon 

Workshop #2: 
“Imitation of Mary” 

Fr. Christopher Klusman 

Fr. Christopher Klusman’s Bio: 
 
 Attended the University of Wisconsin-

Madison for a Degree in Education 
 Worked for the Department of Public 

Instruction as an Education Specialist in 
Signed Communication 

 Attended St. Francis de Sales Seminary for 
Master of Divinity (M.Div.) 

 Ordained in 2011 as am Archdiocesan 
Priest 

 Part-time Parochial vicar at St. Roman 
Catholic Parish, Milwaukee 

 Part-time in Deaf Ministry at Archdiocese of 
Milwaukee 

 



Page 14  

ICDA-US—Midwest Region 37th Biennial Conference 

in Cleveland, Ohio - April, 2010 
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ATTENTION!  
HISTORY BOOK, THIRD EDITION,  

T.K. Hill is looking for old pictures from 1990 to present - conference 
pictures, committee pictures, ICDA Chapter pictures, etc.  
If you do have them, please scan pictures and email to 

Thill1495@yahoo.com. If you can't scan, please mail the pictures to his 
address: 5608 Lavender Court, Rolling Meadows, IL  60008.     This is 

for ICDA History book - 3rd Edition.  He would appreciate your help 
with the pictures..  Also, if you are interested to be on this committee, 

let him know.  Many thanks. 

Wanted: Chapter Directory 
If any ICDA Chapter would like to have their Chapter listed in the 
directory, please provide the Chapter name, Chapter #, address, city, 
state, zip and contact person or church name , time of ASL Mass, 
frequency and send to Arvilla Rank at arvilla35@att.net.   We hope you 
are considering to put your Chapter in our Deaf Catholic to show the 
ICDA Directory. Hope to see your Chapter listing in next Deaf Catholic 
issue. 

mailto:Thill1495@yahoo.com


Deaf Cursillo #63 

Walking the Waves with Jesus  
by National Deaf Cursillo Team 

 
Cursillo #63 was held at the 
beautiful St. Mary by the Sea 
Retreat Center in Cape May Point, 
New Jersey. As always, the 
Cursillo was a success!  St. Mary 
by The Sea, which is more than 
100 years old, is just a short 
distance from the Atlantic Ocean. 
The beautiful walk to the Ocean 
was a relaxing way to spend 
breaks. We could see the ocean 
as well as a lighthouse from 
upstairs rooms. The theme, 
"Walking the Waves with Jesus", 
truly fit this beautiful location.  
God is champ! Wow! Twenty-eight 
candidates, arrived on Thursday 
evening, September 29, 2011. 

They joined the team and angels 
(20) who came with a wide variety 
of experience and were led by 
Lulu Lee as Rectora; Fr. Bill Key 
as Spiritual Director; Kate Slosar 
as local coordinator and Sr. 
Bonnie McMenamin, local spiritual 
director.  We were happy to have 
a large number of young people 
join us. The very inspiring Cursillo 
closed with Mass on Sunday 
afternoon, October 2. The 
Cursillistas experienced the 
wonder and awe of the Holy Spirit 
during the weekend.  
Often, Deaf people can’t explain 

their experience at the Cursillo, 

We invite you to come and join us 

at the next Cursillo and experience 

God’s love.  
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Candidates and team at Cursillo #63 pose in front of the beautiful  
St. Mary by the Sea Retreat Center, Cape May Point, New Jersey. 
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Deaf Cursillo #64 

Table group discussion 
following a presentation 

Candidates bring the 
Offertory gifts to Msgr. 
Patrick McCahill and 
Deacon Patrick Graybill 
during a daily Mass. 

Ephpheta, Be Open to Jesus 
by Arvilla Rank 

 

Cursillo #64 will be October 4-7, 
2012 at St. Benedict Abbey, Benet 
Lake, Wisconsin. This beautiful 
Retreat Center is just north of the 
Illinois border in Wisconsin.  
You may wonder, what is a Cursillo? 
Cursillo is a Spanish word, which 
means a short course in Christianity. 
Deaf Cursillos started in 1970. The 
Cursillo is presented by lay people 
and spiritual directors. It is an 
opportunity to grow in your Faith, 
Love, and the Hope of Christ. The 
more than 2000 past attendees 
cannot explain the experience of the 
Holy Spirit at work within 
themselves.  You will attend 
presentations, join in group 
discussions, and attend daily Mass. 

Participants are limited to 30 people. 
All presentations are in American 
Sign Language with no voice 
interpreter. 
Why is the theme “Ephpheta, Be 
Open to Jesus”? The Milwaukee 
Catholic Deaf Community began 
100 years ago in 2011. The name of 
the Community is “Ephpheta 
Sodality of St. John the Baptist”. 
This is also ICDA-US Chapter 7. 
Members liked the theme. It just 
seemed right. 
For more information and 
registration: Call Arvilla Rank, 
coordinator at: VP 414-395-2067 or 
TTY 414-545-0461.  

Send an email 
info@deafcursillo.net.   

Check the website: 
www.deafcursillo.net   

mailto:info@deafcursillo.net
http://www.deafcursillo.net
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International Catholic Deaf Association 
United States Section 

Mission Fund 

FOR SALE 
Copies of the paintings of Jesus and Mary signing “Love” 
pictured below are available for sale.  The paintings were 
done by Fran Preston of Greenfield, WI (formerly of Joliet, 
IL), a former officer of ICDA.  The copies are colored (four 
colors) 8 x 10 pictures and suitable for framing.  Each pic-
ture is $5.00.  If you want to buy a set, i.e. both a picture 
of Jesus and of Mary, the cost is $9.00. 

If mail, postage - $2.00 for first picture, $1.00 each additional picture 
 
Check one:  Mail  _____          Pick up _______ 
 
Make your check or money order payable to ICDA-US Mission Fund. 
 
MAIL TO:  Paul M. Blicharz, 1 Melshire Court, Oakland, MO  63122-6510 

ORDER FORM 
 
Name __________________________________________________ 
 
Address ________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip ___________________________________________ 

Description Qty Price Cost 

Jesus  X  $5.00  =  

Mary  X  $5.00  =  

Set-Jesus & Mary  X  $9.00  =  

  Total  
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Holy Land Tour for the Deaf 
June 2012 

You are invited to join the Holy Land tour for the 
deaf with Father Tom Coughlin, OP Miss and 

Brother Adam Zawadzki, OP Miss (sign language 
interpreter) for ten days in mid-June 2012 at the 

cost of approximately $2,500 to $3,000 per person, 
double occupancy, depending on the size of the 

group.  Number of pilgrims is limited to 20. 
Promoted by the Mark Seven Bible Institute of 

Camp Mark Seven of Old Forge, NY 
For more information about the tour, please email 

to:  Tomcoughlin@Juno.com 
 

This will be a once in lifetime opportunity for you 
who wish to deepen your faith in our Lord Jesus 

and to see the places where our Lord once walked 
upon, lived, died and rose from the dead.  We will 

see many holy biblical sites and you will appreciate 
the message of the Bible more deeply.  

Come and see! 
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Religious ASL Week 2012 
July 15 – July 20 

 
At Bishop Lane Retreat Center 

7708 E. McGregor Rd 
Rockford, IL 61102 

 
Cost: $425.00  including: 

accommodations, meals and program costs 
 

Instructors: Msgr. Glenn Nelson, Director 
Deacon Patrick Graybill 
Deacon David Sommers 

Sue Gudenkauf,  
Interpreter/AssistantCoordinator 

 
Deb Beatty – dbeatty@rockforddiocese.org 

 
For more information, check the website:  

http://www.rockforddiocese.org/deafapostolate/raslweek 

 
 For Priests, deacons and seminarians who 

work with Deaf Community.   

 For working Interpreters who have been 
certified (or qualified in their state). Others can 
send DVD or video to establish skill level.   

 Deaf ASL lectors, members of the Deaf 
community who are now doing the readings for 
Sunday liturgies. 
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Introduction to Mary in Scripture at Camp Mark 7 Bible Institute  
 
"Do whatever He tells you!" (John 2:5b).  With these words, the Virgin Mary 
urges Catholic Christians to follow her son, Jesus Christ.  Her mission in 
the Church has been an important one--as the Birth giver of the Incarnate 
Word, as the first Christian, and as the Mother of the Church. 
Sometimes the Bible appears obscure in its references to Mary.  Who is 
she?  Why is she important?  How can we understand her?  This summer, 
the Mark Seven Bible Institute invites Deaf Catholics and other Christians 
to explore Mary in Scripture by reading carefully the Old Testament 
prophecies about her (cf. Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 7:14; Ezekiel 44:1-3) as well 
as New Testament references (cf. Luke and John).  We will begin with the 
role of Mary within salvation history and then look at the four Marian 
dogmas:  the Immaculate Conception, Perpetual Virginity, the Theotokos, 
and finally her Assumption into heaven.  Emphasis will be given to the 
Third and Fourth Ecumenical Councils (Ephesus, 431; Chalcedon, 451) 
and the relationship between Mary and the event of the Incarnation, of the 
Word's becoming flesh (cf. John 1:14; Galatians 4:4). 
 
Mark Seven Bible Institute's 2012 study week will take place from 19 
August to 25 August here at Camp Mark Seven. 
 
Matthew G. Hysell MA MTh, a graduate of both the Dominican School of 
Philosophy and Theology and Newman Theological College, is a deacon-
elect in the Archdiocese of Edmonton.  As the principal lecturer, he will 
provide instruction and lead workshops at the Mark Seven Bible 
Institute.  The Very Reverend Thomas Coughlin OP Miss will return as our 
chaplain and spiritual director, offering Mass and celebrating the 
sacraments during the course of the study week.  MSBI 2012 will also 
include a pilgrimage to the National Shrine of the Divine Mercy in 
Stockbridge, Massachusetts, devoted to the Blessed Virgin Mary under the 
title of the "Immaculate Conception." 
 
The cost of the workshop is $350. 

Sample Schedule 
  9:00 AM     Lecture I 
10:00 AM     Lecture II/Workshop 
12:00 PM     Angelus, Luncheon 
  3:30 PM     Group Outing 
  4:00 PM     Lecture III/Workshop 
  5:00 PM     Holy Eucharist 
  6:00 PM     Angelus, Supper 
  7:00 PM     Group Activity/Recreation 

 
Matthew G. Hysell, M.A., M.Th. 
IV Theology, St Joseph Major Seminary 



Who can join as ACTIVE members?  

 Deaf or hard-of-hearing practicing Catholics 

 Hearing, deaf, or hard-of-hearing religious or lay pastoral workers devoted 

to ministry with the deaf and hard-of hearing Catholics. 

 Catholic hearing spouse of a deaf or hard-of-hearing member 

 

 Who can join as ASSOCIATE members? 

 Hearing persons who have any active interest in the Chapter’s social, 

educational or spiritual welfare of deaf or hard-of-hearing persons 

 Non-Catholic spouse of a deaf or hard-of-hearing member 
 
Type of Membership/Price (included subscription to the “Deaf Catholic”.  Life 

members’ subscription is subject to change due to increase postage and 
printing costs – a nominal fee will be charged at some point in future) 

 Deaf  Hearing 

 Catholic  Non-Catholic 

 Annual Membership for Married Couples - $20 

 Deaf Spouse Ο Hearing Spouse 

 Catholic Spouse Ο Non-Catholic Spouse 

 Annual Membership for Individuals - $12.50 

 Life Membership (payable in full or installments) -$200 

 
Subscriptions 

 Non-Members - $15 

 Life Members (who paid $75 or less) - $7 

 
Donations:  $___________________    Thank you! 

 

Please print, type or affix address label 
 
Chapter # (leave blank if you do not belong to any Chapter): ________ 
 
Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address:________________________________________________________ 

City:___________________________ State:_______ Zip: ________________ 

Phone number:__________________________________________________ 

E-mail Address:__________________________________________________ 

Please make check payable to 
ICDA-US. 

Mail the application and check to: 

James Kelly, ICDA-US Treasurer 
45 Mendon Road 

South Attleboro, MA 02703-7910 

ICDA-US Membership 2012 


