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The Deaf Catholic has a new look. I hope 
you like it.  From now on, we expect to 
publish it in this larger size. It will be easier 
to read as the print is also larger. 

Last summer the Canadian section elected a new 
President, Joe McLaughlin. I first met him back in 
1976, just before he went to India. He was on the 
Cursillo team in Chicago. It is good to see him involved 
in the Catholic Deaf Community again. He has sent 
many photos from the Canadian Conference. Canada 
will soon have a Deaf priest, Deacon Matthew Hysell. 
Pola Hickman, who was very active in ICDA in the 
past, celebrates her 95th birthday. The Canadian Deaf 
Community honored her. Fr. Monty, Canadian 
Chaplain shares a special phrase in the new Mass. It 
is good to have so much news from Canada. 

Members used the past summer to travel or study and 
learn more about their faith. Deacon Patrick Graybill 
shares some news on the Eucharistic Congress in 
Dublin, Ireland as well as his travels in Ireland.  We 
have two articles on the Bible Study Program at Camp 
Mark VII in Old Forge, New York. Since the articles 
give different perspectives on the Program and thank 
the ICDA-US Mission Fund for supporting the excellent 
program, I am including both articles with some 
photos. Deacon Hysell was the instructor and the 
articles are by Dora Bradley and Consuelo Wild.  Add 
to this, Fr. Tom Coughlin’s photo and information on 
the Camp Mark Seven Holy Land trip, and we see that 
many people spent time learning in a variety of ways. 

We have a photo of Peter and Janet Noyes celebrating 
their 35th wedding anniversary during the Bible Study 
Program at Old Forge, New York. Peter is a past 
President of ICDA-US and past editor of the Deaf 
Catholic. Congratulations, Peter and Janet! Best 
wishes for many more years! 

We have information on the ICDA-US Conference to 
be held at Gallaudet University in Washington, DC. 
July 14 to 19, 2013. We are looking forward to 
excellent workshops and visits to national Catholic 
institutions such as the Basilica of the Immaculate 
Conception and John Paul II Center. 

Fr. Tom Coughlin will be leading a tour to Ireland in 
2013. Check out the advertisement for this trip. 

A Blessed Thanksgiving to all of you! 

Arvilla Rank 

From the Editor... Arvilla Rank 

Year of Faith Prayer 
O God, as you sent your 
Holy Spirit 
upon the early Church 
in the fiery tongues and the 
mighty wind of Pentecost, 
so now, we ask you to send that 
same Spirit upon us 
that we may go forth to proclaim 
the Gospel of Christ to every creature.  
We humbly pray that you deepen 
your Trinitarian life within us; 
make us effective and holy witnesses 
of Jesus’ death and Resurrection; 
help us to live our Catholic faith 
with such joy, conviction and love 
that others will be drawn to the 
sacred mystery of your Church 
and the powerful grace of the sacraments.  
We implore you to make us 
ministers of your Word, 
in speech and action, in truth and charity, 
in the mystery of Jesus’ cross 
and the light of his resurrected glory. 
Amen. 

(Written by Auxiliary Bishop Donald J. Hying 
of Archdiocese of Milwaukee) 
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From the ICDA-Canadian Section President... 

During the July 9
th
 – 14

th
, 2012 11

th
 

National Conference of ICDA Canadian 
Section at Ottawa, Ontario, the theme 
was “Love Your Neighbour as 

Yourself.” I enjoyed reading the  short note from 
Archbishop Richard Smith of Edmonton, Alberta 
and President of Canadian Conference of 
Catholic Bishops who wrote “At the very heart of 
the Christian life is the precept of charity, which 
Our Lord commanded us to observe: “Love one 
another, as I have loved you” (Jn13:34). It is no 
mere co-incidence that the precept of charity was 
given to us at the institution of the Eucharist, 
which is rightly called the “sacrament of charity.” 
These words were in his welcome letter to the 
11th National Conference of ICDA Canadian 
Section. There were 49 people registered for the 
conference and the two meetings (Officers/
Moderators/Delegates and General) – see 
photos on page 7. 
 
There were two workshops given by Deacon 
Keith Dorschner and Matthew Hysell, deacon-

elect with the 
Archdiocese 
of Edmonton. 
Keith’s 
workshop title 
was “St. 
Lawrence, 
Deacon, 
Martyr and 
Treasurer of 
the Church.”  
Most people 

were not aware 
that the St. 
Lawrence River 
which flows into 

the Atlantic Ocean from the Great Lakes was 
named after this Saint. In 1535, Jacques Cartier, 
the explorer from France, arrived at the estuary 
on August 10, the feast of St. Lawrence, and 
named the river the Gulf of St. Lawrence.  Later 
the river received the name of St. Lawrence. 
Deacon Lawrence was the one who collected for 
poor people, handicapped persons, etc. and 
presented their needs to the Church. 
 

Matthew’s 
workshop was 
titled “With 
Burning 
Hearts:  The 
Precept of 
Charity in the 
Christian Life”. 
The workshop 
focused on the 
central, most 
important aspect 
of Christian 
living:  love of 
God and 
neighbour.  We focused on the role of love in the 
Mysteries of Faith--the Cross, the Incarnation, 
and the Trinity, and moved into a discussion 
about love as a "virtue" and finally how the 
sacraments of Eucharist and Matrimony help us 
in living out our vocation to love one another." 
 
During the conference, there were two tours: 
Canadian War Museum and a Double Decker 
bus tour around Ottawa.  There was also an 
Ottawa River Cruise after which we attended 
Mass at Notre Dame Cathedral with Archbishop 
Terrence Prendergast of Ottawa. Archbishop 
Prendergast talked about his experience at the 
50th International Eucharistic Congress in Dublin, 
Ireland and his experience seeing silent music - 
Deaf Signing Songs! During the homily, he talked 
about the "Shepherd" of the Deaf people. (Note: 
In the past at the ICDA conventions (1967 to 
1999) Keith Dorschner had never observed 
anyone using the term "Shepherd of the Deaf" 
from Bishops or Archbishops in their homily. 
Archbishop Prendergast was the only person 
who mentioned the Deaf specifically).  I think now 
is the time for the ICDA Canadian Section to take 
on the role to assist Jesus to shepherd the 
Catholic Deaf.   
 
The General meeting voted for the 2012 – 2014 
officers (see photo on top on front page): 
President: Joe McLaughlin, Ed.D. #95 
Vice-president: Mari-Len Andrababo #68 
Treasurer: John Shores #108, and 

(Continued on page 6) 

Matthew Hysell of Edmonton, 
Alberta, Canada: workshop title: 
“With Burning Hearts: The Precept 
of Charity in the Christian Life”  

Kieth Dorschner of Belleville, 
Ontario, Canada: workshop title: 
“St. Lawrence, Deacon, Martyr and 
Treasurer of the Church”  

Joe McLaughlin 
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Sometimes one word can carry a lot of 
meaning. Many of us have some 
problems with the new English 

translation of the Roman Missal. I find it certainly 
more difficult to interpret into Sign Language from 
the frequently awkward English.  However, there 
is one new phrase that I find quite appealing.  
When the priest puts his hands over the gifts of 
bread & wine, he says, “Make holy, therefore, 
these gifts, we pray, by sending down your Spirit 
upon them like the dewfall…”    It is translating 
the Latin words “Haec ergo dona, quaesumus, 
Spiritus tui rore sanctifica,…”    In the earlier 
English translation, “rore” (like the dew) was not 
translated at all. 
 
The dewfall and the coming of the Holy Spirit is a 
reminder in a way of the experience of the 
Hebrews in the wilderness.  They were yearning 
for food and drink in the desert and so they 
complained to Moses saying they preferred to 
return to Egypt because even if it meant slavery, 
at least they would have enough food and drink!  
Now, as a result of this dewfall that God gave, 
the people noticed how after the dew evaporated, 
there on the desert floor there was this fine white 
substance similar to hoarfrost [Exodus 16:14] 
which they could gather up, and it would nourish 
them for the day. They said, “manna” (or “man 
hu”) which meant, “What’s that?”  And “manna” is 
what they called it.  Scholars tell us that “Manna 

is the honeylike dropping for the tamarisk tree of 
Palestine and Sinai, which the bedouin of the 
Sinai call mann.” [The New Jerome Biblical 
Commentary] “It was like a small white seed and 
tasted like biscuits made with honey.” [Ex.16:31] 
 
When speaking 
of God’s action 
and presence in 
dealing with us, 
his people, we 
cannot help but 
use imagery, a 
picture or 
symbol of a 
much greater 
reality, and the Judaeo-Christian tradition is 
certainly rich in imagery. This one image of the 
Holy Spirit coming down on our gifts of bread and 
wine like the dewfall is for me a lovely image, and 
speaks to us of something much greater than the 
manna, which nourished our Hebrew spiritual 
ancestors in the desert.  God the Holy Spirit is 
coming down on these gifts to change them into 
Divine Food for Eternal Life.  May a little 
reflection on a simple word like the dewfall, help 
lift up our minds and hearts in our Eucharistic 
worship! 
 

Father Peter Monty, SJ 

From the Chaplain’s Corner... Fr. Peter Monty, S.J. 

Attention--Attention 
ICDA-US History Project needs Photos 

 
 

T.K. Hill is looking for old pictures from 1990 to present - conference pictures, committee pictures, 
ICDA Chapter pictures, etc. This is for ICDA History book - 3rd Edition. 
If you do have pictures, please scan them and email to Thill1495@yahoo.com. If you cannot scan, 
please mail the pictures to his address: 5608 Lavender Court, Rolling Meadows, IL  60008. He 
would appreciate your help with the pictures.  Also, if you are interested to be on this committee, let 
him know.  Many thanks.  
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National Chaplain: Fr. Peter Monty, S.J. #32 
I am honoured to accept the position of President 
for the next two years and look forward to 
working with Deaf Catholics in Canada. My goal 
is to focus on a membership drive in the New 
Year, ’13. I look forward to a dialogue with the 
ICDA – Executive Council soon. 
 
At the 
Banquet, 
there were 
54 people 
attending. 
Rev. Peter 
Monty, S.J. 
(photo) is 
enjoying the 
Banquet. 
 
There were two awards: 
1)  Mother Mary Columbiere (Outstanding 
Pastoral Worker of the Year)  

CAROL STOKES 
 Carol has worked with the Toronto St. Francis 
De Sales group (Chapter #1) since September, 
1970.   The Chaplain at that time was Rev, Brian 
Dwyer.  Since this time there have been 8 
Chaplains who worked with the Deaf 
(Moderators.) Carol has also worked with Rev. 
Peter Monty S.J. Ontario Chaplain. Carol was 
born in Toronto, one of a family of 13 children 
and became interested in the Deaf when she was 
involved with a Folk Group (Music Youth Group) 
at Holy Name Church.  The St. Francis Catholic 
Deaf community celebrated their Mass at Holy 
Name and were a part of the community.  Brian 
Dwyer was a deacon at Holy Name prior to his 
ordination in 1970 and becoming Chaplain for the 
Deaf, where Carol got to know him.   Carol 
started to learn signs from Fr. Dwyer, Vicki 
Kargul and from the Deaf community themselves. 
She mentioned that Brian Dwyer was a wonderful 
teacher as he would correct her and ensure that 
the signs she used were right.  Also through him, 
Carol met one of her closet friends Irene Kessel 
who is Deaf. Irene helped teach Carol sign 
language and the beauty it can add to music.  
When Carol started back in 1970 at the age of 

16, she did not realize that God was calling her to 
this vocation until a few years later when she 
became more involved in Deaf Ministry (i.e. 
interpreting the Mass in Hamilton and then in 
Mississauga Ontario where there was not a 
signing priest available regularly.)  Over the years  
Carol has been involved in teaching Religion, 
Sacramental preparation and assisting at 
Retreats with our young Deaf and Adults, etc. 
 
2)  Mr. Frank Crough (Outstanding ICDA Member 
of the Year Award)  

CHRISTINA M. DORSCHNER     
Christina was born in Forester's Falls, Ontario in 
the Renfrew area, and is the third child of 7 
siblings. She attended the Ontario School for 
Deaf, Belleville, Ontario, and graduated in 1956. 
She married Keith G. Dorschner in 1961 and 
raised 6 children. She converted to the Roman 
Catholic faith. She is a Life member of North Bay 
Chapter #61 and was active in fund-raising for 
the Chapter. Christina assisted the Chapter #61 
committees' activities for many years before she 
moved to Belleville.  Christina was a Delegate for 
Chapter #61 twice at the ICDA conventions, and 
became 
Treasurer of 
the Canadian 
Section, 
ICDA, for 
about 8 
years. 
Christina 
assisted in 
the Bible 
Study with 
Deaf Adults, 
one of which 
converted to the 
Roman Catholic 
faith.  
 
Two BC Catholic papers published about our 
conference: 

http://bccatholic.ca/canadian/1826-deaf-
seminarian-hopes-to-serve-canadas-deaf-
community-as-priest 

http://bccatholic.ca/canadian/1844-deaf-

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 11) 

More from the ICDA-Canada President... 

Christina Dorschner of Belle, 
Ontario receiving the award from 
Richard Csabi of Ottawa, Ontario 

http://bccatholic.ca/canadian/1826-deaf-seminarian-hopes-to-serve-canadas-deaf-community-as-priest
http://bccatholic.ca/canadian/1826-deaf-seminarian-hopes-to-serve-canadas-deaf-community-as-priest
http://bccatholic.ca/canadian/1826-deaf-seminarian-hopes-to-serve-canadas-deaf-community-as-priest
http://bccatholic.ca/canadian/1844-deaf-catholics-can-evangelize-where-others-cannot-go
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For Archbishop Richard Smith, the ordination of 
three men to the transitional diaconate Aug. 27 
was a clear sign "that the Lord is moving in 
wonderful ways here in providing for his people." 
One would have to go back many decades in the 
Edmonton Archdiocese to find the last time that 
so many potential priests were ordained deacons 
at the same time. 
 
The diaconal ordinations of Carlos Nunez, 29, 
Luan Dinh Vu, 44, and Matthew Hysell, 34, give 
hope that roughly a year from now the 
archbishop will be ordaining them to the 
priesthood. 
Smith said the growing number of men seeking to 
become priests is God's response to people's 
growing awareness of the need to pray for 
vocations. 
 
"There is a tangible sense of joy among the 
people when they see men coming forward, 
going through the process of discernment and 
formation and then being called by the Church to 
step forward in faith and respond to that 
summons from the Lord," the archbishop said. 
Despite the increasing difficulty of hearing God's 
call in today's society, "obviously the message is 
getting through to the hearts and minds of a lot of 
young men today," he said in a brief interview 
following the ordination Mass. 
 

RICH LITURGY 

The ordination liturgy at St. Joseph's Basilica had 
a rich flavour, with the Second Reading (Acts 6.1-
7) being proclaimed in Vietnamese and with the 
presence of St. Mark's Catholic Community of the 
Deaf to which Hysell belongs. 
 
At the start of Mass, the archbishop, who is fluent 
in sign language, walked over to the deaf 
community and delivered a special greeting. 
As well, Deacon David Hogman, a seminarian for 
the Victoria Diocese, chanted the Gospel from 
Matthew (20.25-28). 
All three new deacons currently serve at parishes 
in Edmonton as they make their final 
preparations for priestly ordination. 
 
Nunez, a native of Edmonton, is serving at 

Assumption Parish and also as assistant 
archdiocesan master of ceremonies, a role which 
involves helping the archbishop at liturgies as he 
makes his rounds through the archdiocese. 
 
Vu, a native of Vietnam, was denied entry to the 
seminary in his homeland by the government and 
came to Canada in 2005. He studied in London, 
Ont., before coming to Edmonton. He is now 
serving at St. Edmund's Parish. 
 
Hysell was born in Michigan and entered the 
Catholic Church in 1993. Because he had 
meningitis as an infant, he is deaf. He is fluent in 
American Sign Language and can lip read. Active 
in St. Mark's Catholic Community of the Deaf, he 
is serving this year at St. Thomas More Parish. 
 
In his homily, the archbishop emphasized that 
while the trio were ordained to the transitional 
diaconate, "Its essence must henceforth mark 
whatever ministry you exercise in the future. Its 
essence is service." 
 
The Second Reading showed the deacons not 
only performing the function of distributing food to 
widows in the Church community, but, by doing 
that, healing a division within the Church, he said. 
Deacons are configured to Christ the Servant and 
Smith urged the new deacons to model their lives 
on Christ's example. 
 
Father Paul Terrio, archdiocesan director of 

(Continued on page 9) 

Triple ordination a sign of God’s care for his people... 

Deacons Matthew Hysell, Luan Dinh Vu and Carlos 
Nunez take part in the Mass after their ordinations 
to the diaconate at St. Joseph's Basilica Aug. 27.  
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The autumn harvest is here.  I saw 
through the windows of the Metrobus 
on my way to Baltimore Washington 
Airport the empty landscape of autumn

-colored meadows of Prince George County with 
their broken corn stalks stubbornly standing in 
the grooved soil.  The outdoor air was chilly.  
Pretty soon the ground will be coated with hoar 
frost.   The virgin white snow will blanket the bare 
farm fields and everything will be devoid of life 
and color.  The sun will retreat to his winter 
quarters and everything will be quiet, cold and 
dark once again. 
 

I wondered to myself where did all the grains of 
wheat, corn, soybeans, rice, potatoes, tomatoes 
and many other vegetables go.  Presumably the 
farmers have already harvested and stored them 
in the grainers, waiting to be processed, stored 
and used for our nourishments during the dark 
and cold winter months.  I thought to myself how 
fortunate we are to be able to plant the seeds in 
the springtime, to watch them grow in the 
summer months and to harvest them in the 
autumn before the good earth takes her leave of 
absence until the sun comes out of his winter 
hibernation and the frozen earth will be thawed 
and green blades of life return to the cornfields. 

 

The cyclic dance of seasons with her planting, 
growing, harvesting, and storing is fraught with 
hidden messages from our Heavenly Father who 
designed these seasons as a divine lesson for us 
to learn and appreciate.  Why do we have these 
seasons of planting, growing, harvesting and 
storing during the spring, summer, fall and winter 
months?  Why can’t God simply create one single 
season where we can get food all year around?  
It would be a lot easier if we do not have to labor 
during these seasons of spring planting, summer 
growing, autumn harvesting and winter storing.  It 

would be nice if the food will always be ready and 
available all year around and then we can enjoy 
life much more easily. No more work, no more 
sweat, no more backbreaking jobs for all of us. 
 

Not so, says the nature.  God has his reason for 
creating seasons in our lives.  These seasons 
contain hidden clues and suggestions on how we 
should tread upon our inner road that leads to 
eternal life.  In other words, the seasons that we 
have in our world correspond closely with the 
seasons of our souls.  In the springtime of our 
youth, we experience the birthing of God’s life in 
us.  In the hot summer months, our souls struggle 
to grow tall and straight under the warm sunlight 
of God’s love and trails that come to us.  In the 
fall, when we become a bit older, we start to 
gather and store the fruits of our spiritual life in 
preparation for the onslaught of winter season 
when we can no longer yield any more fruits in 
our old age.   
 

The winter season of our soul is probably the 
most difficult season for all of us because this is 
where we can no longer depend on our own 
energy and strength to continue living.  In the 
winter of our souls, we come almost to the end of 
our pilgrimage of seasons.  What we now see in 
front of us is the empty harvested fields under the 
golden rays of dying sun, making us wondering 
what lies ahead of us as we gaze across the 
soon-to-be-snow-covered horizon.   We recall the 
good old days of refreshing springtime, joyful 
summer days, and the thrill of harvesting in the 
fall.   The future usually looks a bit bleaker in the 
winter months than in the springtime. 
 

Thanks to the divine message of Jesus who tells 
us: “Store your treasures in heaven.” He 
gently tells us that we need not to fear the brutal 
season of winter because you have cultivated 
and harvested a deep and abiding faith in God 
which in turn will insulate you in God’s care as 
you begin your final descent in the valley of 
shadow of death.   The painful journeying through 
the dark valley of death is prelude to the dawning 
of a new spring day when everything will be alive 

(Continued on page 7) 

The Seasons of Our Soul... Fr. Tom Coughlin, OP Miss 
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and new again.  The seasons of planting, 
cultivating, growing, harvesting and storing will be 
no more, for the Lord God will be your light and 
joy forever. 
 

It is quite important that we need to store all of 
our treasures in heaven by prioritizing everything 
in favor of God and His promise of eternal life 
while we can.  We need to get rid of our old sins, 
bad habits, weak faith, indifference to the 
sufferings of our poor and sick people and the 
like.  We need to spend more time at prayer, 
listening more carefully to the Word of God and 
act upon it.  It will be very difficult for us to 
maintain energy and strength to pray and to 
perform charitable deeds when we are old.  But, 
with the harvesting and storing of our hard-
earned faith and prayers, we will be able to 
endure just one more winter before the advent of 
an eternal season. 
 

Many older people close to the end of their lives 
often tell me that they do not have energy for 
anything, even for praying.  This is quite normal.  
This is why it is very important that we pray and 
strive with our heart to love and serve God today.  

The timing is of an essence.   We must pray 
always, like Jesus said before we exhaust all of 
our energy like a harvested cornfield we see in 
the autumn with its broken and empty cornstalks. 
 

 Jesus reminds again and again: “Store your 

treasures in heaven.”  We cannot store 

anything in heaven unless we first have our own 

seasons of springtime planting of faith, summer 

days of 

cultivation 

of faith, 

autumn 

gathering of 

harvest of 

faith and 

winter 

storing of 

faith in our 

hearts.  They will serve as our fodder in our 

journey as we cross over the threshold of life and 

death and ultimately to eternal life.  For, after all, 

we are farmers in the Lord’s vineyard. 

 

Fr. Tom Coughlin 

(Continued from page 8) 

vocations, said, the ordination was "hope-filled 
and joyful." 
 
"We've been praying and we're going to continue 
praying." 
Prayer for vocations is one of the two prongs of a 
vocations program, Terrio said in an interview. 
The other is traditional recruitment - networking 
and "when you tap people on the shoulder." 
 
He received a phone call as recently as Aug. 27 
from a young man who is interested in learning 
more about the priesthood. 
 

ELEVEN SEMINARIANS 

The archdiocese currently has 11 seminarians, 
including three who are just entering the 
program, he said. Altogether, 42 men are 
studying for the priesthood at St. Joseph 

Seminary this fall. 
 
Smith said the new buildings for the seminary 
and Newman Theological College are "a 
testimony to the faith and the hope of the people 
– that God will provide for us." 
 
The ordinations, the archbishop added, also 
stand as a reminder of the vocation that we all 
share," that we're all called to different forms of 
service and that we're all called "to life and 
holiness and eternal life." 
 

Glen Argan,  
Western Catholic Reporter 

Reprinted with permission of  Western Catholic 
Reporter of Sept. 3, 2012.  

Website address is www.wcr.ab.ca.  

(Continued from page 7, Triple Ordination) 

http://www.wcr.ab.ca
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Mark Seven Bible Institute 2012 Journal... 

In Old 
Forge, 
New York, 
after the 
first 
morning 
daily Mass 
celebrated 
by Father 
Tom 
Coughlin 
at the Mark 
Seven 
Bible 
Institute 
2012 there 
stood a 
young fellow in a cassock writing 
HERMENEUTICS on a white board in a large 
room beside a projection of a beautiful slide of the 
Roman Catholic icon of the Virgin of Guadalupe. 
Deacon Matthew Hysell put the biretta on his 
black hair as he began teaching in sign language 
while simultaneously voicing. 
 
He emphasized the hermeneutics (general 
interpretations) we would study were literal. He 
welcomed us to say opening prayers for the 
workshop. We studied the Principles of Catholic 
Biblical Interpretations I and 2, Old Testament 
Foreshadowing of Mary, Exegesis (The Gospels 
of Luke, Matthew, John, and Revelations), 
Special Questions (Immaculate Conception and 
Perpetual Virginity), and Précis of Marian 
Dogmatics. 
 
Deacon Matthew gave us the first challenge “If 
Jesus is not yet Redeemed (Crucified and Risen) 
and if Mary is full of Grace, then why does she 
call God her “Saviour”? After the workshop the 
Bible Study group spent our time together in the 
cafeteria debating the issue. We were so close 
the following afternoon in the workshop as the 
answer was God preserved Mary from the 
Original Sin. The second challenge was “Who 
was the Beloved Discipline?” and Deacon 
Matthew asked if any of us could find a Biblical 
reference to prove this. The following day there 
was again no one who could provide a reference, 

although Deacon Matthew said Catholics know it 
was John, the Discipline. 
 
Each day’s class concluded with a prayer led by 
Deacon Matthew. He also led the Angelus before 
luncheon and supper. 
 
In the late afternoons we took field trips - walking 
and shopping in the town of Old Forge, hiking the 
trail, pontoon boating across Fourth Lake, and 
eating Gelato (Italian word for ice cream) in Inlet. 
 

The Bible Study group joined in a wine and 
cheese daily social with the ASL group and the 
Senior Citizen group at the waterfront. 
 
In the evening of Tuesday Marian Devotion 
(Seraphic Rosary/Franciscan Crown) was 
celebrated in the Chapel by Deacon Matthew. He 
welcomed the Bible Study group to lead the 
rosary. 
 
That night Father Tom Coughlin presented the 
film “Incendies” to all three groups. The large 
room was filled with the smell of fresh popcorns 
which was made by hard working Deacon 
Matthew. Forgive us, Father Tom, if you read this, 
we are 
puzzled as 
to why you 
think this 
movie is 
real good. 
 
The next 
night 

Wednesday Deacon Matthew presented the 
documentary film “John Duns Scotus, Defender 
of the Immaculate Conception” in the private 
room. He fed us popcorns again and ice cream 
bars. This time we enjoyed the movie. 
 
After Exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament 

(Continued on page 11) 
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catholics-can-evangelize-where-others-
cannot-go 

Check out more photos on ICDA Canadian 
Section conference on http://www.defsign.ca/
icda32/index.html and hit on Pictures of the ICDA 
Canadian Section Conference 2012 – Richard’s 
and Gwen’s. Thanks to Richard Csabi #32 and 
Gwen Lewis #32. 
 
In closing, the ICDA Canadian Section has a 
mission statement which is: 
    Development and preservation of Catholic 
Faith among the Deaf across Canada: 
    -  by spreading the good news of Christ and 

the Catholic Faith 
    -  by sharing Catholic values 
    -  by promoting a missionary spirit among Deaf 

laypeople 
    -  by supporting local Chapters in building 

strong communities 
 
I would like to introduce myself.  I grew up in 
Vancouver, British Columbia and am the fifth 
child of 9 siblings. Three of us are deaf, I was the 
first deaf child born in my family.  My parents 
took me to the Deaf Mass and I met Bob Barr 
and Maureen Donald who were Deaf and active 
with the Vancouver Deaf Catholic Association for 
many years. I looked up to them as my role 
models. I was involved with Newman Community 

at Gallaudet College in the 70’s. In 1972 Bob 
Barr and I went to the 3rd Cursillo in San Jose, 
California. At that time, I become interested in 
joining the ICDA conferences. I am very thankful 
to the  ICDA Mission Fund as they provided my 
travel expenses  in order for me to  work with 
Father Harry Stocks in Bangalore, India for a 
year  , from  1976 – 77. It was a learning 
experience for me to live and work with the deaf 
in India! Over the past thirty years, I was involved 
with the Edmonton Deaf Catholic (now St. Mark’s 
Community) and the Vancouver Deaf Catholic 
Association for which I am Secretary for #95 
Chapter. I have given presentations at ICDA 
conferences and church workshops including 
Cursillos in Canada, the USA as well as South 
East Asia. By accepting this position of 
President, I want to give my talent, treasure and 
time to the ICDA Canadian Section and Mission 
fund. Recently, I received my Doctor of 
Education from Alliant International University in 
San Francisco and I work part time doing 
educational consulting services.  I have been 
married to Eleanor for 32 years and we have 3 
grown sons. 
 

Sincerely in Christ, 
Joe McLaughlin, Ed.D. 

President, ICDA Canadian Section 
Joe5mcl@aol.com 

(Continued from page 6) 

and 
Benediction in 
the Chapel on 
Thursday 
night, 
I bid goodbye. I 
was not able to 
join in the 
pilgrimage to 
National Shrine 
of the Divine Mercy very early the following 
morning as my loving husband took me away for 

the weekend to celebrate our 38th year of 
marriage with Father Tom Coughlin’s blessing. 
 
How humble the Blessed Virgin Mary was. I was 
inspired when I listened to the Magnificent 
Devotion of Mary Deacon Matthew taught with 
his deep insight. I found Revelation 12:1-17 
striking. I am in debt to the ICDA-US Mission 
Fund for funding my participation in MSBI. 
My lectio divina continues. 

Dora Bradley 

(Continued from page 10) 

http://bccatholic.ca/canadian/1844-deaf-catholics-can-evangelize-where-others-cannot-go
http://bccatholic.ca/canadian/1844-deaf-catholics-can-evangelize-where-others-cannot-go
http://www.defsign.ca/icda32/index.html
http://www.defsign.ca/icda32/index.html
mailto:Joe5mcl@aol.com
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Mark Seven Deaf Bible Institute of Old Forge, NY conducted its first Holy Land tour on June 13
th
 

through June 22
nd

, 2012 as part of the Camp Mark Seven program to promote deeper appreciation 
of God’s Word in the Bible.  A group of 15 pilgrims led by Fr. Tom Coughlin, OP Miss. flew non-stop 
from New York JFK airport to Tel Aviv, Israel and went on an once-in-a-lifetime experience of seeing 
where Jesus actually walked, preached, healed, died and rose from the dead.  Nothing can fully 
describe the profound religious 
experience affecting all the 
pilgrims.  More than ever, we are 
convinced that Jesus Christ is 
the Lord. 
 

The participants of the Holy Land 
pilgrimage were:  
Front row: Ari, the tour guide, 
Bob and Liliana Pokorny of Ohio, 
Maria and Victor Arellano of 
Texas, Teresa Eckstein of Texas 
and Judy Buckley of New York. 
Middle row: Larry and Karen 
Whitworth of Texas, Fr. Tom 
Coughlin of Texas, Bill Eckstein 
of Texas and Dr. Gerry Buckley 
of NTID in New York. 
Top row: Barbara Fairwood of 
Chicago, Pauline Spanbauer of 
Maryland, Brother Adam 
Zawadzki of Illinois (tour 
interpreter) and Paul Simonich of 
California. 
 

Mark Seven Deaf Bible 

Institute will conduct another tour 

in the fall of 2014 to Turkey and 

Greece to explore and 

understand the message of the 

writings of St. Paul and his 

outstanding life of ministry and 

evangelization.  It will be called: 

“The Footsteps of St. Paul.”  If 

you are interested in this tour, please contact Father Tom Coughlin at Tomcoughlin@Juno.com  

The purpose of Mark Seven Deaf Bible Institute of Old Forge, NY is to promote deeper 

understanding of God’s Word in the Bible for deaf people in ASL.  Father Matthew Hysell of 

Edmonton, Canada conducts annual Summer Deaf Bible Institute at Camp Mark Seven for 7 to 10 

days.  For information about the Summer Deaf Bible Institute at Camp Mark Seven every year in late 

August, check www.CampMark7.org and click on Bible Institute.  Everyone is most welcome. 

2012 Mark Seven Holy Land Tour 
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Scripture: God Speaks to Us... 

Many of us who are Deaf have few opportunities 
to study scripture. So many of us who are Deaf 
live in a world of no Deaf Ministries and with no 
interpreters available to allow us to be part of the 
“hearing” churches we attend. Yet we too hunger 
to know and understand God’s Word. So, when 
the opportunity came to attend Camp Mark 7’s 
Bible Institute it was to be a special blessing 
coming my way.  
 
I have found our Blessed Mother Mary one of the 
surest ways to come to know and love Jesus, Her 
Son. Yet few mentions of Mary are found in 
scripture. Little is known about her life. And I 
hungered to learn more about Her.  I wanted to 
better understand what the bible had to say about 
Mary. It happened that the theme for the Bible 
Institute held this past month was “Mary in 
Scripture” and the course was being taught by 
Deacon Matthew Hysell. What a most wonderful 
experience the week was! Twelve of us made up 
the largest class to date and the most exciting. 
Most of us had driven from various states and I 
am sure we all share and appreciated the 
beautiful scenic drive to and from Camp Mark 7.  
 
All of us were so hungry and eager to learn and 
share. Even before we ever came together, we 
had homework learning more about “Lectio 
divina” the process of preparing for and reading 
scripture. Futhermore, we had a number of 
passages to study, which referred specifically to 
our Blessed Mother. The amazing part is how 
much can be learned behind the passages you 
read in black and white. Understanding the 
terminology, the English translations from the 
Hebrew and Greek languages; having a glimpse 
into the culture, how people thought and behaved 
in Jesus’ times its learning things like this that 
truly bring the scripture passages to life. Add to 
this the various insights and questions from the 
students attending and what we had was a 
vibrant, energetic, faith filled class of students 
who were so engrossed the time just flew by for 
us. In fact, no way was this scripture course 
boring. If anything, I felt that the course was not 
long enough! We could have used another couple 
of days of studying and learning together. Most 
important was learning more deeply who this 

woman chosen by God as the Mother of our Lord 
was.  It was fascinating connecting passages in 
the New Testament hidden in the Old Testament 
and the Old Testament as revealed in the New 
Testament that pertained to Mary. Knowing Mary, 
her special role in life, her Fiat to God makes me 
so grateful that she so openly and completely 
trusted God and said “Yes” to being Jesus’ 
Mother and our Mother too. There is so much 
more that I could share than I have space to do 
so here. Sufficient to say that reading, studying 
and praying scripture can truly enrich our faith 
and our lives. Simply stated I am reminded of a 
line from a child’s poem: “Jesus loves me this I 
know, for the bible tells me so.” You and I can 
meet and draw closer to God through His WORD, 
in scripture. 
 
The Bible Institute held at Camp Mark 7 IS the 
place to spend some of your vacation time. It is a 
beautiful, rustic place sitting on one of the largest 
lakes in Old Forge, New York. It was a perfect 
setting for our scripture studies. With the beauty 
of the lakes and mountains surrounding us it was 
a peaceful place for prayer and fun. The class 
schedule allowed time for Mass, Benediction, 
hikes and boat rides. One of the nicest things 
about the week is that there were several other 
groups also attending at the same time, which 
included a Deaf Seniors week event with Fr. Tom 
and an ASL study group. All of us got to know 
each other as we shared meals and movie time 
(yes, with popcorn and ice cream), a campfire 
and a Hobo dinner. Add to that a day spend at 
the National Shrine of the Divine Mercy in  
Stockbridge, MA, I can say God truly blessed 
those of us attending this summer’s Bible 
Institute. One could not ask for better friends, 
classmates and teacher for the course. 
 
The Bible Institute at Camp Mark 7 has been 
offered for at least 5 summers now. Deacon 
Matthew Hysell is a most knowledgeable and 
fascinating instructor of scripture. He not only 
brings passages to life but listens to our 
questions and comments giving us not only 
answers but resources and websites, which 
enrich bible studying. One of the future goals of 

(Continued on page 15) 
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TRIP TO IRELAND... 

 From June 12 to 22, 2012, the Archdioceses of 
Washington, D.C. and Chicago offered a rich 
opportunity for me as well as other deaf and hard 
of hearing people, other pastoral workers, 
guests, and three interpreters to attend the first 
ever Deaf Track program of the 50

th
 International 

Eucharistic Congress (IEC) in Dublin, Ireland.  In 
addition, we had a custom tour to Galway with 
side trips to Aran Island (Inis Mor), Kylemore 
Abbey, Clonmacnoise, Belvedere House, and the 
Marian shrine in Knock for the last four days. All 
in all, it was a worthwhile trip, which caused me 
to yearn for a second trip to Ireland some day. 
 

 On June 12, I flew from Rochester, New York, to 
Dublin. Early in the following morning, I arrived 
and was met by a deaf local lady who warmly 
greeted me. She drove me to Dublin City 
University (DCU) where various groups of Deaf 
Track program attendees were accommodated. 
Among them were twenty-two Australians, six 
South Africans, sixteen Americans, two from 
Trinidad and Tobago, a Korean, a Mexican, at 
least five British people, a Scot, a Dutch, and a 
German, to name a few. Some of them arrived 
earlier to attend the first four days of the IEC.  
 

 Prior to the Deaf Track, the IEC opened on June 
10 and took place at Royal Dublin Show (RDS), 
the usual site of horse shows and races which 
was temporarily converted to the IEC for a week. 
Eighty thousand people attended presentations, 
visited exhibition halls, participated in a center for 
observing the Eucharistic Host in silence, dining 
spots, and attended daily Masses. The 
International Catholic Foundation for the Service 
of Deaf Persons (ICF) was primarily responsible 
for planning the Deaf Track schedule during the 
last four days of the IEC and for providing 

interpreting services during the whole week. I 
learned for the first time that the ICE meets every 
four years and that a city is selected by our pope 
four years before with the crucial purpose to 
evangelize and awaken its Catholic spirit. For 
example, Chula, a city in the Philippines, will host 
the next IEC in 2016, Pope Benedict XVI 
proclaimed in gigantic televisions during the 
Closing Mass on the last day of the IEC in 
Dublin.  
 

 The evening of June 13 saw an official opening 
of the Deaf Track at the Inter Faith Centre on the 
campus of DCU. Bishop Patrick Kelly, 
Archbishop of Liverpool, England, was the 
leading celebrant of the Mass. I felt honored to 
serve at the altar and read the Gospel in 
American Sign Language (see photo below), and 
Fr. Joe Mulcrone assisted him and me. The room 
was quite crowded, and at least thirteen 
interpreters from different countries stood or knelt 
everywhere to interpret in languages: British Sign 
Language, Irish Sign Language, Australian Sign 
Language, American Sign Language, and 
Russian Sign Language. Bishop Kelly gave a 
meaningful 
homily. The 
presence of 
the Holy Spirit 
was sensed in 
the room. 
Afterwards, we 
gathered in a 
campus bar 
for appetizers 
and drinks and 
visited one another. It was a good icebreaker. 
 
 The next four days saw us having breakfast at 
the campus cafeteria and listening to discussion 
groups there before catching a chartered double-
deck bus ride to the RDS, an hour away (See 
photo on page 15).  Among the Deaf Track 
presenters were: 

1. Fr. Paul Fletcher, S.J., who emphasized the 
importance of silence in our daily lives 

2. Frankie Berry (a deaf board member of the 
ICF from Dublin) and Stephen Lawlor (the  

(Continued on page 15) 
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director of a 
Deaf Ministry 
office in 
Sydney, 
Australia ) who 
talked about 
fifty years of 
ministry with 
the Deaf in Ireland and Australia. We realized 
that God had created such wonders and inspired 
us to hold fast to our faith and have hope for our 
future. 

3. Fr. Min Seo Park from South Korea talked 
about the importance of maintaining the 
Deaf way and culture while ministering or 
evangelizing. He mentioned that hearing 
people approached him for confession and 
other sacraments and respected him, 
although he could not use his voice very 
well. He used the paper and pen method of 
communicating. 

4. Bishop Patrick Kelly talked about Jesus as 
our Way. 

5. Askur Meade, a young deaf fellow who 
recently became a psychologist in Mexico 
City, and Nicole Clark, a Coda from Sydney, 
Australia, shared their views about working 
with deaf and hard of hearing youngsters. In 
a word, we were challenged to share our 
faith with them and trust that they would be 
leaders in their own ways.  

 All of the presentations with the help of skilled 

interpreters were enlightening. In a way, I wish 
more deaf and hard of hearing people all over the 
world attended them. 
 

 After the closing ceremony, we walked to the 
local Deaf Club to have tea and barbecue, to 
socialize with local deaf people, and to learn 
basic Irish dances. It was a fine way to bring the 
Deaf Track to its warm closing and send some of 
us off to visit Galway and its surroundings. 
 

Kylemore Abbey (see photo below) is a beautiful 
site to visit. It was built by a British millionaire for 
his dear wife who eventually gave birth to many 
children. She died of food poisoning in her forties 
in Egypt during their second honeymoon. During 
the World War II, Benedictine nuns escaped 
there from Holland for asylum. They later 
became owners of 
the Victorian house 
and their 
descendants are 
still there. A tomb 
was built under the 
millionaire’s request 
for his wife whom 
he missed so 
dearly. A small 
chapel was added a short walking distance from 
the tomb. The private house is overlooking a 
beautiful river with its beautiful surroundings, 
including trees, flowers, and a botanical garden 
and vineyard. 

Deacon Patrick Graybill 
Photos by Margaret Calteaux 

(Continued from page 14) 

Thanksgiving Prayer 
Father in Heaven, Creator of all and source of all 
goodness and love, please look kindly upon us 
and receive our heartfelt gratitude in this time of 
giving thanks. Thank you for all the graces and 
blessings. You have bestowed upon us, spiritual 
and temporal: our faith and religious heritage. 
Our food and shelter, our health, the loves we 
have for one another, our family and friends.  
 
Dear Father, in Your infinite generosity, please 
grant us continued graces and blessing 
throughout the coming year.  
 
This we ask in the Name of Jesus, Your Son and 
our Brother. Amen.  

the Bible Institute is to offer a certified bible 
studies program. Also discussed was the 
possibility for next summer’s Bible Institute 
course focusing on  FAITH in scripture. It would 
be so appropriate connecting with the “Year of 
Faith” declared by our Pope Benedict XVI, which 
begins in October.  May we all be encouraged to 
seek ways to deepen our own FAITH and may 
we recognize reading, studying and praying 
scripture as one of the greatest gifts we have to 
grow in Faith. 
 
Written by Consuelo Wild. The writer is most grateful to 
ICDA for helping to make it possible for her to attend the 
2012 Bible Institute on Mary in Scripture. Thank you. 

 

(Continued from page 13) 

http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11571
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=4554
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=4568
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=1948
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The Milton Catholic Deaf community 
together with friends (approx 65 in all) 
came together on Sunday August 26

th
, 

2012 to celebrate Pola Hickman’s 95
th
 

Birthday.   
We gathered for Mass celebrated by Fr. 
Peter Monty S.J., ICDA Chaplain, and 
Deacon Kevin Brockerville, our deaf 
deacon from Toronto, followed by a 
potluck dinner. 
Pola has been involved with the ICDA 
since it began in 1949. She was 
Provincial Secretary for ICDA Ontario 
when there was one up to 1977, I 
believe.  She also worked with Guy Lively 

who was Canadian Treasurer for years and assisted Jerome Kiel in U.S.A as Ecumenical Affairs 
Director.  Way back in 1958 she assumed a role as Canadian Social Welfare Directress.  
Pola Hickman is a true Catholic Deaf Leader and an example for all us of us, as someone who is 
answering and following God’s call.  The Catholic Deaf are truly blessed to have her as a shining 
example of Christ’s love.  She has touched many of us in the Deaf Community and we wish her 
health and blessings. All were impressed and thankful for the lovely letter from ICDA. 

Pola Hickman Celebrates 95th Birthday... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Peter and Janet Noyes celebrated 
their 35th Anniversary while were 
at the Mark Seven Bible Institute. 

Peter and Janet Noyes Celebrates 35th Anniversary... 
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Who can join as ACTIVE members?  
 Deaf or hard-of-hearing practicing Catholics 
 Hearing, deaf, or hard-of-hearing religious or lay pastoral workers devoted to ministry with 

the deaf and hard-of hearing Catholics. 
 Catholic hearing spouse of a deaf or hard-of-hearing member 
 Who can join as ASSOCIATE members? 
 Hearing persons who have any active interest in the Chapter’s social, educational or spiritu-

al welfare of deaf or hard-of-hearing persons 

 Non-Catholic spouse of a deaf or hard-of-hearing member 
 
Type of Membership/Price (included subscription to the “Deaf Catholic”.  Life members’ subscrip-
tion is subject to change due to increase postage and printing costs – a nominal fee will be charged 
at some point in future) 
 Deaf 
 Hearing 
 Catholic 
 Non-Catholic 
 Annual Membership for Married Couples - $20 
 Deaf Spouse 
 Hearing Spouse 
 Catholic Spouse 
 Non-Catholic Spouse 

 Annual Membership for Individuals - $12.50 
 Life Membership (payable in full or installments) -$200 

 

Deaf Catholic Subscriptions 
 Non-Members - $15 
 Life Members (who paid $75 or less) - $7 

 

Please print, type or affix address label 
 
Chapter # (leave blank if you do not belong to any Chapter): ___________ 
 
Name:__________________________________________________________ 

Address:________________________________________________________ 

City:_________________________ State:_______ Zip: ___________________ 

Phone number:___________________________________________________ 

E-mail Address:__________________________________________________ 

Please make check payable to ICDA-US. 

Mail the application and check to the address below: 

James Kelly, ICDA-US Treasurer 
45 Mendon Road 

South Attleboro, MA 02703-7910 

ICDA-US Membership 2013 
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International Catholic Deaf Association, Inc. 
The DEAF CATHOLIC 
c/o ICDA-US Home Office 
7202 Buchanan St 
Landover Hills, MD 20784 

Non-profit 
Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
 

ICDA Chapter #6 
St. Louis Catholic Deaf Society 
St. Andrew Church—Lemay 
309 Hoffmeister Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63125-1609 
Signed Mass every Sunday, 
10:30 a.m. 
Moderator: Brother Joseph 
Thermadom, OP Miss. 
VP 618-709-4971, Website: 

www.stlcds.org  

ICDA Chapter #18 
 Cleveland Catholic Deaf Center 
 St. Augustine Church 
 2486 West 14th St 
 Cleveland, Ohio 44113 
 Signed Mass at 10 am every 
Sunday 
 staugch@earthlink.net 
 
 
 

ICDA Chapter #19 
St. John's Catholic Deaf Com-
munity 
22 Mulberry St. - P.O. Box 
200147 
Newark, NJ 07102 
Contact: Deacon Thomas 
Smith smiththo@rcan.org  
St. John R.C. Church 

ASL-Signed Mass and Social 

every Sunday at 1:00 p.m. 

Address Service Requested 

Would you like to have your ICDA Chapter listed in the ICDA Chapter Directory?  

 

If yes, please provide the Chapter name, Chapter #, address, city, state, zip code, contact person 

and/or church name, ASL Mass schedule. Send to Arvilla Rank at 

arvilla35@att.net. If your chapter information is listed on a website, please 

provide the website address. Also, send a contact email address and phone 

numbers for your contact person, if available. We hope you will consider listing 

your Chapter in our Deaf Catholic. Hope to see your Chapter listing in next 

Deaf Catholic issue.   

http://www.stlcds.org
mailto:staugch@earthlink.net
mailto:smiththo@rcan.org
mailto:arvilla35@att.net

